
FAMOUS LAST WORDS
Opera star Renée Fleming’s handwriting hits  

an ambitiously high note
 

Her signature is larger than the text. People who 
are used to being the center of attention often 

show a certain largeness in their signature.

The word “of” looks like 
a musical note. People 
with a musical affinity 
often write that word so 
it looks that way.

Her handwriting flies, 
forging ahead. She’s 
busy, on the move.

There are many 
sharp angles in this 

handwriting. Look at 
the word “unique.” 

Angles denote the 
strong worker: 

decisive, driven, 
and focused.

Notice her exquisite 
spacing. The text is 

nicely laid out, like a 
painting surrounded 

by a wide margin. 
There is an artistry to 
everything she does.
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For Renée Fleming, the four-time Grammy 

Award–winning soprano—and arguably the 

world’s most celebrated opera singer—the past 

year has presented a series of larger-than-life 

¿UVWV��)OHPLQJ�SHUIRUPHG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$QWKHP�
at the Super Bowl in 2014, and this spring she’ll 

make her inaugural appearance on Broadway in 

the upcoming Living on Love��
Her handwriting above sheds some light on 

KHU�PRPHQWXP��³,Q�WHUPV�RI�WKH�VSHHG�DW�ZKLFK�
she writes, she reveals herself to be highly dy-

QDPLF�´�VD\V�JUDSKRORJLVW�$QQHWWH�3RL]QHU��³6KH�
WKLQNV�IDVW��DQG�OLNHV�WR�NHHS�WKH�VKRZ�PRYLQJ�´�

Fleming says this quote, by the legendary chore-

ographer Martha Graham, has been a source of 

LQVSLUDWLRQ�WR�KHU�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��³)RU�WKRVH�RI�
us who are interpretive performers, we’re taking 

someone else’s creative effort and expressing it to 

the world, while adding a little bit of our own to 

LW�´�VKH�VD\V��³)RU�VLQJHUV�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�\RXU�
artistic statement is completely your own is an 

H[WUDRUGLQDU\�JLIW�´
Fleming will be putting her own stamp on Liv-

ing on Love, a comedy about an opera diva and 

her maestro husband who fall for their younger 

DVVLVWDQWV��7KH�VLQJHU�VD\V�VKH¶V�WKULOOHG�E\�WKH�

RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WU\�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ��³,¶YH�VSHQW�P\�
entire career playing women who are victimized 

RU�DUH�WUDJLF�´�VKH�H[SODLQV��³,¶YH�QHYHU�EHHQ�DEOH�
to do comedies but have always loved making 

SHRSOH�ODXJK�´
Poizner thinks it should come as no surprise that 

Fleming is excited by the prospect of a new experi-

HQFH��³,I�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�KDQGZULWLQJ�RI�D�PDOH��ZH�
ZRXOG�FDOO�KLP�µD�UHQDLVVDQFH�PDQ�¶�6KH�LV�D�UHQDLV-
VDQFH�ZRPDQ�́ �VKH�VD\V��³7KHUH�LV�D�FHUWDLQ�LQWHQVLW\�
DERXW�KHU��,PDJLQH�WKDW�\RX�DUH�VR�EULJKW�DQG�WKHUH�
DUH�VR�PDQ\�WKLQJV�\RX�FDQ�DQG�ZDQW�WR�GR��7KH�PR-

PHQWV�DUH�KDUGO\�HQRXJK�́ —FRANCES DODDS


